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Both brave and intelligent

The Mauser M712 Rapid Fire Pistol was a fully automatic pistol, produced by German
arms manufacturer Mauser for the Far Eastern market. It was widely used during the
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression and was the main weapon of the
pistol unit of the Hong Kong and Kowloon Independent Brigade of the East River
Column.

The pistol unit was the main force of the Brigade, and Liu Heizai (original name: Liu
Jinjin) was the best known among the members of the pistol unit. On 8 December
1941, when the Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong, Liu made his way to Chek
Keng, Kei Ling Ha and Sham Chung Wan, on the Sai Kung Peninsula, to organise anti-
Japanese activities. He later became the leader of the pistol unit.

Liu was quick-witted and brave. He led his team members on numerous missions

into enemy territory, killing traitors and attacking Japanese military facilities. On one



occasion, Liu sneaked into Kai Tak airport with several team members at night and
blew up a Japanese aircraft. In May 1946, during the Chinese Civil War, 27-year-old

Liu was wounded and died during a breakout when encircled by the Guomindang
army.



